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being set.

Trail Defendeii We have approximately $20K in Trail Defender Funds. Mike Denapole is concerned we are get-
ting too much money in the fund. Just for tracking purposes, Roger will add Trail Defender as a line item on the
budget tracking. We will also look at showing expenses from the $1M Sweep fight from the Trail Defender Fund.

Insurancd OPRHP is satisfied with the proposed policy. Dave Linger (Attorney) is reviewing. We need to get
the initial binder in by Oct. 8. We are expecting the voucher to be brought by OPRHP today. It is actually a
pre-approved bill as the board has approved the policy and that includes the payments. Roger will send out as so
as funds are received.

Super Rafflg currently are proceeding on with the raffle but will not be mailing tickets out. Clubs will be notified
when tickets are ready.

Government Affairs: The committee met briefly to discuss ongoing issues concerning the Canal permit and fund-
raising. Tim Sheridan stressed the importance of early registration in determining the amount available from the
trail fund. This year a major crisis was averted concerning that fund, we need to thank Governor Paterson and our
legislators for their efforts in rectifying the situation, direction will be coming shofithank you also to all of you

who wrote or sent letters, this kind of grassroots response is the most effective method in securing the future of
snowmobiling in New York.Any By-law amendment proposals should be submitted ASAP.

Please Register Early

TheWays and Means Committegresented approved bills to be paid in the amount $12,885.25 aagmmeved

bills in the amount of $31,602.93. $22,968.00 of thegmeroved bills were for the Bulk Sign Ordail bills

were approved to be paid. NYSSA will continue follow the federal rate for mileage reimbursement. The unused
cell phone contract for the president was canceled (without any fees).

The Public Affairs and Communications Committee:
Mike Blance, Ginny and Gerry lvison, John Linton, Sean Mullen, Kathy Bryant, Ernie Roosevelt and Gary Broder-
ick present

Budget needs to be lookedRA&C has gained many tasks from other committees but has not received any kind
of corresponding increase in the budget. Request the Treasurer to review the budget and make recommendation:
to properly increase the budget of the PA&C Committee. Ernie will work with Roger.

The new NYSSA website is expected to be available October 1.

Meetings/ Shows: NYSSA reps were in attendance wit!l
the New York State Fair. This is a great opportunity to discuss snowmobile issues with the public. An added attrac
tion in the booth this year were two sleds developed by Clarkson University for the Clean Snowmobile Challenge.
More information about the Clean Snowmobile Challenge can be found at:
http://students.sae.org/competitions/snowmabile/

NYSSA will have a booth at the Big East Snowmobile Show Octofteat¥he OnCenter. We anticipate attending

the Snodeo in Old Forge the second weekend in December.

Samdéds club will be offering a $10 gift certificate
work is pending, more news soon! Shadetree is no longer offering NYSSA member benefits.

Super Raffle: Clubs will be notified when tickets are available

Trails and Landowner Relations Committee:Dave Perkins and Gary Broderick will attend the Canal Corpora-
(Continued on pagg)
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tion meeting in October.

Insurance Update: The new insurance policy has met the approval of NYS Parks NYS Insurance Department and
NYSSAd6s Attorney. A |l andowner | ist spreadsheet has
will be publishing a new insurance handbook that will be sent to the clubs. STEP program instructors will receive
reimbursement from NYSSA for their travel expenses.

Safety Committee:Order your Safe Riders Kit herettp://www.snowmobile.org/orderform.asp

Membership Committee: The following persons were present for thembership Committee meeting:
Mike Denapole (Chairman), Jim Bode and Chuck Rose.

Membership Cards will be printed starting next week. Welcome letter needs to be completed and forwarded to
ABNC for printing next week. Perhaps the first Membership Card mailing can be done in a month

Jim Jennings (Executive Director) sat in meeting and discussion of all items included in Scope of Work from Cif-
eralli Technology to enhance and further develop the Membership Database Application were reviewed and agree
as worthy and necessary.

Membership is to ask BOD for approval of Maintenance Agreement from Ciferalli Technology for server and ap-
plication @ $200 per month retroactive. Motoin was approved by BOD.

Committee has forwarded a scope of work agreement to the Executive Committee for approval.

Future Board Meetings

October 4. Central Region @ OnCenter in Syracugeekend of Big East Show
November 1:  Hudson Region @ubbard Lodge at Fahnestock State Park
December 6:  Central Region @ Holiday Inn in Liverpool

January 10: Western Region @ Site TBD

February 7: Central Region @ Site TBD

March 7: Adirondack/Tug Hill Region @ Site TBD

April 17: Central Region @ Site of Annual Meeting/Forum

Calendar of Events

Sept 27 Shawnee Sn€hiefs 10th Annual Grass Drags, Sanborn, NY www.snochiefs.com
Oct 35 Big East Snowmobile Show, OnCenter, Syracuse
Oct 4 NYSSA BOD Meetin@n Center, Syracuse
Oct 13 Grooming Technology Information Semifanpire Tractor3865 US Rt. 11, Cortland
Nov 1 NYSSA BOD MeetingHubbard Lodge, Fahnestock State Park, Route 9, Cold Spring,
NY (Putham County)
Dec 6 NYSSA BOD Meetin§@entral Region
Jan 10 NYSSA BOD MeetingVestern Region
Feb 7 NYSSA BOD Meeting@entral Region
Mar 7 NYSSA BOD Meetinddirondack/ Tug Hill Region
Apr 1719 NYSSA BOD Meeting Annual Meeting & Forum (Holiday Inn, Liverpool)
To add an event here, please email the NYSSA Office.
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President's Message

Michael D. Fischer, NYSSA President, MDFischer@chittenangopolarbears.com

NYSSA and the Big East Powersports Show

| am very excited to report that NYSSA has entered On a different notethe NYSSA Classic Golf

into a partnership with the Affinity Group, producer Tournament held in September at Rogues Roost
of the Big East Powersports Show, and that NYSSAGolf Club in Bridgeport NY (right on trail C7L in

is now a major sponsor of the Big East. Scheduled the South Shore Trailblazers system) raised $400
for October 35 at the OnCenter in Syracuse, the for NYSSA charities! Not bad for a first tryve

Big East will showcase the latest snowmobile will do even better next year. Thanks to all who
products and accessories including the 2009 sleds participated especially clubs and districts that sent
from Arctic Cat, SkiDoo, Polaris and Yamaha. teams Erie County, Wayne County, Chittenango
NYSSA members may take advantage of a Polar Bears and Mexico Trail Riders!

discounted show badge. If you clip the coupon in

the Big East ad in this newsletter and present it at There is a lot of great news coming from your

the ticket office during the show, you can save $2 association. The website committee is getting ready
off admission. for a launch of the newly redesigned NYSSA
NYSSA will hold the October board of directors website. Preparations for Forum 2009 are underway
meeting at the show, and will sponsor educational with the selection of the Holiday Inn in Liverpool
sessions on trail planning, grooming, and trail signs. as the site, and the NYSSA standing committees are
The Central New York Region district counties and busy scheduling events and activities for the

clubs are invited to send club representatives and upcoming season. This edition of the online
members to an open forum session on Saturday.  newsletter is more than 20 pages long and is full of
During this regional meeting Elwin Goff, the CNY  all kinds of information. Make sure to take time to
Regional NYSSA Director, will join me in a read it all.

discussion on a wide variety of topics of interest to

snowmobilers. Even though the event is billed as  As you look forward to the winter fun that awaits

the CNY regional meeting, it is open to all NYSSA us, why not plan a weekend club ride in New York

me mber s . Let us know wh &taté?By raing hgre werkeepnthenedohomic engine
NYSSA will also have a booth on the Big East that is NY snowmobiling here, and we support all

show floor and can provide information about those business partners who do make a difference
snowmobile trails in New York State and other for NYSSA clubs. | would also like to challenge

issues to booth visitors. Be sure to check outthe  NY snowmobilers to help keep the trails open and
schedule of events for NYSSA activitiesattheBig i n pri me condition. We oft
East found in this newsletter. a clubo or fAjoin where yol
Our new partnership with Affinity Group and concept: Join wherever you ride.

expanded participation in the Big East will help us

get the season kicked off with some excitement. | See you at the Big East!
am willing to bet that many of you will be looking

for holiday gifts during the show.
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By Dave Perkins,
n 00' na °' ° . NYSSA Trails Coordinator, jenval@adelphia.net
" |

A K parts: signage and grooming. guidelines. There is more infor-
g R4 These two issues are important asation on the STA program at
i clubs need to understand how theettp://
lack of information can greatly www.nyssnowassoc.org/0809step
impact defensibility should a le- /0809stainfopdf.pdf
gal situation occur.

Any county organization that
STEP Signage used to be the olghants to manage the program
~ trail inspection program. Itis  within their county themselves is
now in its third year as an educainvited to participate in the Satel-
tion program. The program pro-lite STEP Signage program. The
Trails Coordinator Report vides training to snowmobilers same training is given in the Sat-
NYSSA Online Magazine  interested in helping make snowellite program as in STA pro-

September 14, 2008 mobile trails in New York State gram. However, once the train-
more consistently signed according is completed, the county or-
STEP Signage ing to ORPHP trail signing guideganization then runs it. The
lines. By completing the trainingtrained Advisors from their
This program is for: the snowmobiler becomes a Safeounty are assigned by the county
Trails Advisor (STA). organization to other clubs in
the volunteers that work their county. Discussions of
on snowmobile trails A schedule of classes is posted gfyning inconsistencies can be
putting up trail signs; the website ahttp:// addressed at county meetings and

www.nyssnowassoc.org/0809staesolved among the clubs. For
for county organizations /0809step5sched.htand is listed more information about the Satel-
that want to establishbelow. lite program, go tanttp://
in their own county  Anyone wanting to become a  www.nyssnowassoc.org/0809step
the program that STA needs to check the class /0809satelliteinfo.pdf
works toward consis-schedule. Nearly all classes are
tent trail signage on aheld on a weeknight during the

county level, month of October. Please fill oui_ast fall 150 clubs had represen-
o the sigrup form also available oRation at a STEP Signage class.
for individual snowmo- the website abttp:// Every club maintaining trails

bilers that wantto ~ www.nyssnowassoc.org/0809steinded by the trails fund program
work with other CIUbS/OSOgstarGQform.DCHnd send to and insured under the statewide
to help them achieve the NYSSA Office. trail liability policy should have
consistent trail sign- representation at a class. No sign
age according to As an Advisor, you would be  yp for trail workers is necessary,
OPRHP tralil Signing partnered with a nearby SNOWMOpHyt advance notification of mem-
guidelines. bile club for the purpose of ridingyers attending would help ensure
their trails with a club member, gyfficient materials.

STEP i s t he As pwoddingfeedbaak to she alub ank

management program. The lettesbservations of signage that

stand for Safe Trails Education would indicate how well the club

Program. STEP currently has twanderstands OPRHP trail signing (Continued on page)
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STEP Signage Class Schedule

Location: all classes start at 6:30
Date PM except Minerva Site
29-Sep | Wash Co Hartford Fire Station
30-Sep | Essex Co- Minerva Minerva FD; 7:00 PM
6-Oct | Eden- Erie Co VFW on March Rd
7-Oct | Mayville - Chautauqua Co Chaut Inn and Suites
8-Oct | Cuba - Allegany Co American Legion
9-Oct | Oakfield - Genesee Co Sno-Packers clubhouse
13-Oct | Warren Co Luzerne Town Hall
14-Oct | Lewis Co Ridgeview Motel
15-Oct | Cortland Co Cortlandville Fire Station
16-Oct | Clinton Co County Complex
Onondaga Co Western Ranch Motel
20-Oct | Madison Co Oneida American Legion
21-Oct | Cooperstown- Otsego Co County Complex
22-Oct | Norwich - Chenango Co Soil and Water Building
Andes- Delaware Co Andes Hotel
Auburn - Cayuga Co Parks and Rec Building
23-Oct | Salisbury - Herkimer Co Salisbury clubhouse
27-Oct | Oneida Co Stanwix Men's Club
28-Oct | Tompkins/Schuyler Co Trumansburg American Legion
29-Oct | Johnstown- Montgomery Co Holiday Inn

Additional classes may be scheduled for Satellite training. Satellite training classes are also open to those inter-
ested in becoming STAds and for club trail workers.

(Continued on pag@é)
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Contact the NYSSA Office or Trails Coordinator to re-
National Grid ceive other forms.

We are now approaching the third year that snowmobil€anal trail issue

clubs may apply for a lardse License from National

Grid. Permission to use their rights of way is not auto- Last month information was given detailing the plight of

matic, as the company uses pole numbers and mappinglubs in Washington County in relation to trails on Canal

information to determine if they indeed have the right taCorporation property. Local government and tourism

give permission to the club. If the right of way is ownedjroups in the county are passing resolutions of support in

by National Grid, then getting permission is possible. Aequesting that Canal Corporation revise its prohibition of

club cannot attempt any trail work until it has the Licensmowmobiles on their property so that permits can be is-

from the Company. Getting permission one year does sietd to clubs from Canal Corporation to maintain snow-

mean that permission is granted to additional years as thebile trail connections.

Company does consider its own construction and mainte-

nance needs on a right of way. A petition drive is also being conducted by the clubs and
at events that thus far have generated several hundred

Any club wanting to use a National Grid right of way forsignatures of support.

a trail connection needs to contact the NYSSA Office or

Trails Coordinator for forms and information. Clubs in other counties of the state that would like to use
canal lands for trail connections should work with their
Gas tax local governments and other groups to have similar reso-

lutions send to Canal Corporation and the Thruway Au-
Each year snowmobile clubs urge snowmobilers to helthority. Please contact the Trails Coordinator for informa-
the club collect unused gas receipts so that the club cation.
receive additional revenue for trail maintenance. Any
club can do this. Club trail ID

A recent conversation with NYS Tax and Finance cen-Several clubs have requested trail ID numbers for their
tered on inconsistencies in how clubs are collecting theclub trails so that they may use the new NYSSA Club
information required by NYS law and Tax and Finance Trail sign for their unfunded trails. Any club with un-
regulations to be eligible to collect funds. Tax and Fi- funded trails that wants to use these signs needs to reques
nance will no longer process any application for tax re-a series of numbers from the Trails Coordinator.

fund on offroad usage that does not comply with their

regulations, including the use of specific paperwork.  Signing statement in application

The necessary procedures means that each snowmobildre 0809 Phase Il trail grant application contains a revi-
must sign a form assigning the gas tax for fuel purchassidn to the Landowner Permission page that is signed by
for their snowmobile. A sample form can be sent to angach club president. The purpose of the page has been a
club needing it. The snowmobiler must sign each timestatement by the club president that the club has received
fuel is purchased. And, each transaction must also be permission from all private landowners that have property
accompanied by the receipt. Clubs may provide a placerossed by a trail maintained by the club.
for receipts to be collected.

The statement now contains additional language that the
At the end of the season, all signature sheets are talliedlub has been and will sign trail according to the OPRHP
and sent to Tax and Finance along with the appropriaterail signing handbook. Clubs should be making every
tax form. Collected receipts must be kept on file in caseffort to have representation at a trail signing workshop
an audit is requested. this fall.

The required NYS Tax Forms can be accessédat/
www.tax.state.ny.us/pdf/2006/motor/
ft946 1046 1006.pdf (Continued on pag®)
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Signing Changes

At the Forum in April, a signing workshop was given on Friday afternoon. At this workshop changes in trail signin
guidelines were presented. There are changes in OPRHP trail signing guidelines, especially in the signage of cur
and blind hills. Clubs will be sent information regarding these signing changes. The changes involve three new ty
of signs for curves that follow a geometric definition. Clarification is also given on the use of Keep Right and Stay
Right signs. Keep Right and Stay Right used to mean the same thing. Now, they have two distinct definitions anc
and are different in appearance. Signage of blind hills has been clarified also, and the new guidelines impact blin
in fields as well as in areas of limited visibility such as a woods trail or on a seasonal road.

It is important to note that these signing changes will not take effect until an addendum to the current signing hanc
is published.

New Signs

Blind Hill 7 this sign is a warning sign, yellow in color, placed on the right side of the trail at the bottom of a hill wh
has severely restricted line of sign at or near the crest of the hill.

7 BLIND
_HILL

Divided Trail i this sign is also a warning sign, yellow in color and shows the symbols of a divided route. This sig!
placed at the point where the trail divides.

/4

Keep RightT this is a regulatory sign, white in color with black letters. This sign means to stay to the right of the s
Itis only used in a divided trail at the crest of the hill.

g
KEEP
RIGHT

1

A

Two-way arrows | this is a warning sign, yellow in color. It tells the snowmobiler that a divided trail is rejoining intc
a two-way trail.

852
A 4

Stay Righti this is a warning sign, yellow in color. This sign is located on the right side of the trail an
’ ! is used to remind snowmobilers to stay to the right side of the trail.
~ STAY
RIGHT

(Continued on pag®)
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Curve (left and right)i this is a warning sign, yellow in color. This signs tells the snowmobiler that a curve less tha
a right angle is approaching.

/N

' A\ \
N 4

Turn (left and right)i this is a warning sign, yellow in color. This sign tells the snowmobiler that a turn approximat-
ing a right angle is approaching.

V' N
<jﬂ//>
v

Hairpin turn (left and right)i this sign is a warning sign, yellow in color. This sign tells the snowmobiler that a turn
greater than a right angle is approaching.

©

Curves:

Signing Situation Changes

Use one of the three curve warning signs as appropriate; winding trail and arrow signs are also options; use of Ct
Curve Ahead, Sharp Curve or any variation are not authorized signs.

Blind Hills:

In fields, create two groomed routes from each side of the crest. Place a Divided Trail sign where the trail splits.
the right side of the trail is the Blind Hill sign. Three stakes are located at the crest of the hill. On the cerdpr stake
each side is the Keep Right sign. At the point where the trail rejoins;wlag arrow sign is used, located on the right
side of the trail.

In a woods area or a seasonal road where sight distance is severely restricted to the point that a snowmobiler wol
(Continued on pag&0)
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not have sufficient time to react to the presence of oncoming traffic, place a Blind Hill sign on the right at the botto
and a Stay Right on the right at the crest.

Field Staking

A predominant issue following the workshop was the position of OPRHP that they would no longer recognize the t
of single staking as an acceptable method of signing open fields. Many clubs expressed their displeasure of solel
staking fields with double stakes only. As a result, OPRHP asked the Trails Coordinator to conduct a survey of clt
to get their input. Approximately 80 clubs responded to the survey. All collected information was passed on to
OPRHP in June.

It is believed that OPRHP will move forward with its position that only double staking is authorized as the acceptal
method for staking open fields. It is important to note that discussions with OPRHP continues.

Recreational Trail Grants

Applications forRecreational Trails Progra(RTP) funding will be available soon from th&Y'S Office of Parks,
Recreation, and Historic Preservat(@PRHP). Regional information workshops will be held during mid October.
The deadline for submitting applicationddscember 5 The Recreational Trails Program provides funds for the
acquisition, development, rehabilitation and maintenance of both motorized antbtanized recreational trails.
Non-profit organizations; municipal, state and federal agencies; Indian tribal governments, and other public agenci
and authorities are eligible to apply.

This is the program that many clubs use to secure grooming equipment for snowmobile trails.

2 snowmohbile. Find out m{
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Communication: NYSSA can now communicate more efficiently with its
members now that we are using the Constant Contact Email Program.

Adirondack Issues:The DEC presentation regarding Use of Administrative
Vehicles is not on the September APA agenda. We expect it will be on the
October Agenda.

Insurance: With a few changes in the policy language both NYS Parks and the
NYS Insurance Department are satisfied with the new proposal. Soon we will be
contacting clubs to gather their landowner lists and send them to the new agency
so certificates can be issued.

Membership: To date (September 12, 2008) 9,890 memberships have been
recorded (3,751 from online sales and 6,139 from club entries). Business was
brisk up until August 31 as many felt the need to register on or before the due
date. Needless to say our broadcast email did encourage many to join clubs early
and to register. The largest complaint received at the office concerned members
not receiving a renewal notice from their clubs. It was explained that clubs are
volunteer organizations still in the summer mode which is precisely the reason we
offer online memberships.

NYSSA/Parks Contract: NYSSA and NYS Parks need to establish a new
contract that will authorize NYSSA to be the administer of the Trail Liability
Policy. In addition to this NYSSA will be requesting funding to offset the costs of
the STEP Program, signing brochures, and insurance administration.

éHaving Trouble Renewing Your Membership Online?

: Most Common Problems:

: Forgot ID Number: Contact the NYSSA Office via email either to

i membership@nyssnowassoc.orqyssaoffice @frontiernet.netinclude your full name and
i address in the message.

Forgot Password:You will need to do a password reset but you must have your ID and correct
: email address to perform this function. See above or below! :

No Previous Email Address or Changed Email AddressAgain contact the NYSSA Office vfa
: email either tanembership@nyssnowassoc.orqyssaoffice @frontiernet.nelinclude your ID :
: Number (if available), your full name and address. :
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EMPIRE TRACTOR

Snowmobile Club Members,

Empire Tractor Cortland, CASE IH, and SURAC are all teaming up to bring to you some new
possibilities for trail grooming for the future. There will be many products on display from &
three of these companies. We would like to invite snowmobile club members to attend and
what there is to offer.

CASE IH and Empire Tractor will have many tractors on display for you to see ask questions
test drive. SURTRAC will have Track displays here for you to see and see how the system wol
and what there is to this new way of trail grooming.

Stop in and see what we have to offer with Speakers starting @ 6:30 on their products, and tin
follow after for you to talk to Company Reps on their products and answer questions on one of
newest things hitting the Grooming Industry in our area. There will be Snacks and Bevera
provided. Door prizes will be given away.

Thank You,
Empire Tractor Inc.

Date: Monday October 13"

Time: 6:30 PM

Place: Empire Tractor Cortland
3865 US Rt. 11
Cortland NY 13045
607-753-9656 or 800365-8227

Please RSVP to Eric @ either of these phone numbers, with number of people attending.
Also for directions from your location please call. Thank You
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Paid Advertisement

SAFETY QUESTION

What Roads Can You
Snowmobile On?

a. Dirt roads only

b. Roads designated as a route, a marked
trail that crosses a road, and roads al-
lowed by local ordinances

c. All roads that are approved by the De-
partment of Transportation

d. None of the above

e.AandC
(from the
NYS Snowmobile Safety Education
Program
Workbook):
See page 17

for the answer!

SNOWMOBILE

ATV
GRASS DRAGS

e GEPT, 2™

Shawnee Fire Hall

3147 Lockport Road, Sanborn
Hosted by:

SHAWNEE SNO-CHIEFS
Tri-Gounty Trail Riders

Races Held Rain or Shine

Yender Sites Available
For more inform ation visit;

www.snochiefs.com

Or call 807-7002 (Snowmobiles) - 4716155 (ATVs)

Paid Advertisement
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STATE OF NEW YORK

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF PARKS, RECREATION AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION

DESIGNATION OF CROSS-BORDER SNOWMOBILE TRAIL PURSUANT TO
SECTIONS 3.08(8) AND 25.04 OF THE PARKS, RECREATION AND HISTORIC
PRESERVATION LAW AND SECTION 2222(12) OF THE VEHICLE AND
TRAFFIC LAW

Summary: The Commissioner describes a trail that.¢tosses between New
York and Vermont and designates it as a cross-bordér trail so that a
nonresident who owns a snowmobile registered in Vermont may use that
snowmobile on this cross-border trail without also registering that
snowmobile in New York.

Whereas, the Commissioner is required to designate “snowmaobile trails which
procesd along a New York state border and which, cccasionally as dictated by
terrain, cross into another state” (cross-border trail) (PRHPL § 25.04); and

Once designated, *nonresident owned snowmoblles may proceed [on this cross-
border trail] without New York Stats registration. . . ." (VTL § 2222{12]); and

A snowmaobile trail located in Washington County maets the statutory criteria in
that it crosses from New York into Vermont and back again; and

Nonresidents whosa snowmcebiles are registered in Vermont desire 10 use their
snowmobiles on this trail without registering them in New York; and

Lecal New York businesses providing foed, fuel, lodging, tourism and repair
services to users of this trail and New York municipalities along the trail could
benefit from the designation of a cross-border trail between New York and
Vermont.

NOW, THEREFORE,

1. | hersby designate a New York-Vermont cross-border trail and describe it as
follows:

The cross-border trail starts in Salem, New York on Snowmaobile
Corridor Trail C8 and extends north into Rupert, Vermont. Trail C9
then enters back into New York from Pawlet, Vermont at Trail
Junction WS17C in the Town of Granville and continues through
the Village of Granville. Route marker signs will direct
snowmobilers to continue north on Trails C9 or S42 or S42A
depending upon trail conditions. Trails S42 and S42A re-connect

Contac